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feome #reat Cftrfetian Jettig 

JHERE is a common saying that a Jew never abandons his religion. 
Everyone knows that a German Jew may be a German in every re- 
spect, but he will not adopt the German Protestant religion. A 
Roman Jew may be as good a Roman as one who recently be- 
came mayor of the City; but he will not adopt the Roman religion. 
There was a Jewish Lord Mayor lately also in London. He was a 
good Englishman, but he was a Jew. In America, with all our 

success in assimilating the races, we still find that in some respects, notably in his 

religion, the Jew keeps to himself. 

1. THE JEW IN AMERICA. 

Every city shows an increased population of Jews. Most Americans can prob- 
ably tell something from their own knowledge of the changes in some one city or 
other during the past ten years. I, myself, could tell of transformations in the course 
of twenty years in four cities. And if the changes are great and startling in the few 
places we chance to know, then taking the country all in all they are stupendous. 
We are so familiar with most of this that we expect it to surprise us, and so it does 
not surprise us at all. Yet, prepared for it as we are, few of us can read the story of 
New York in the March number of McClure's (1913) without amazement. Jews 
own the land and control the tenements; their great stores intensify the problem of 
the underpaid clerks; they teach the schools; Jewish policemen have in their hands 
the protection of life, property, and the police end of public morals; Jewish students 
fill the rich University and the great City College, and others win most of the competi- 
tive examinations for positions in the Civil service. All these Jews are but remotely 
and unintentionally influenced by the Christian religion. Christians naturally feel 
it to be strange, if not menacing, that so many people in our midst should be outside 
of Christianity's influence. Society needs the influence of the Christian religion. 
That influence is for society desirable even if it be not conceded as a necessity. These 
are the people who might have been Christianized long ago. Whatever inconveni- 
ence or shame we are through their present condition called upon to suffer, we suffer 
in consequence of neglect; years now long gone of Christian neglect. It is too late 
to prevent it now. It is no fault of our own that today's society, today's politics^ 
today's Christianity, are hit hard. For individuals and institutions both are hit 
hard, and the very foundations and seed-ground of future Christianity — namely^ 
the Churches — are destroyed. The Jews have nothing to do with the Churches* 
When a given locality begins to receive Jews, the Churches enter upon a long period 
of increasing weakness; they go from step to step through inefficiency and decline 
to extinction. There are several well-known cases of the Jews' crowding into the 
section of a city and proving so loyal to their faith that the Churches of the locality 
moved out and abandoned the field. And there are more cases of this than people 
usually know of or suspect. The coming of the Jew has been the ruin of the Churches. 
There was no use trying to minister to them. They were as loyal to their faith as 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
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2. THE VIRTUES OF THE JEW. 

Now this steadfast loyalty is a matter which calls for unqualified admiration. 
If the Jewish religion were an obvious falsehood or a fraud, a superstition, or a law 
operating in effect to foster wickedness as some ancient religions have done; if it 
were in some way harmful in its results, then we might admire the loyalty, while at 
the same time, in the interest of truth or progress or righteousness, we might depre- 
cate it. But the Jewish religion is a true, clean, good religion. It is well for the 
world that Jews have been loyal to it. 

And loyalty to religion is not the only thing we have to commend in the Jew. 
The Jew is honorable for his usually upright family life, and for the temperance of 
his habits and conduct. His intellect is alert and profound. For him, civilization 
is older than it is for us, and he has had good time to find out what his place is in it, 
and how to use it. His race has a record most honorable and unexcelled. Even 
that on which we pride ourselves, the basis of our civilization and our progress, namely, 
our religion, was his before it was ours. The Jew belongs — we must not forget — 
to the race of the Holy Scriptures. 

3. JEWS WHO ARE VENERATED BY US ALL. 

We read of Jews when we read of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, David and 
the rest; of Zacharias and Elizabeth, and St. John the Baptist, of St. Joseph and 
even Saul of Tarsus. When Christianity came in, it came through Jews: the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and the Son of God. It is the race of our Lord's Apostles with their 
provincial origin and their world-wide outlook; the race of the first days of the Church. 
The Church was bom Jewish and grew up Jewish before she took her place as inter- 
national. When men first began to say that they believed in the Catholic Church, 
they meant that the Church was to admit to its blessings Gentiles, as well as Jews; 
the Church, as Christ made it, was to be international. Catholic, or for all. But it 
always began with the Jew. After that shipwreck, whose story is so splendidly told 
in the last part of the Ads, when St. Paul went to live in his own hired house in Rome, 
the first men he talked with were Jews. It was his duty to go to the Jews first There 
is no question of the glory of a race which could produce a St. Luke, a St. Paul, a 
St. Matthew, and a St. John. As Dr. Scott Holland said: 

**The New Testament from cover to cover is written by them or by their mouth- 
pieces, and all the ideals we have to-day, all the associations and aspirations and things 
that they call into play, the elemental thought and the setting of the thought, and the 
spiritual attitude, and the spiritual horizon, and the mental drama, and the intellectual 
problem, and the secret of religion — are all delivered to us and for us through the 
mouths and the hearts of Jews. We can interpret what they mean, we can apply what 
they have committed to us; but they did it, and they gave it, and they spoke it, and 
they handed it over, and they discovered it. 'Salvation is from the Jews.' " 

4. THE PERSECUTION OF THE JEW. 

If, then, there is anyone naturally fitted to appreciate the good qualities of the 
Jew, it is the good Christian. But in this respect, as in so many others, not all Chris- 
tians have been good Christians. 
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To the modern American, it comes as a shame and a perplexity that the Jew is 
maltreated, as he is, for instance, in Russia. In Rome, he was publicly and oflBcially 
insulted at the accession of every Pope. He was forced into quarters of his own 
and restricted by the laws. In Spain, he was hounded by the inquisition. In social 
circles today the Jew is often treated with scant courtesy by his Anglo-Saxon super- 
iors — upstarts as they are from a comparatively recent heathenism. The American, 
who is guilty of this kind of conduct, is not the religious American. Whether he has 
any religion is a fair question. There is a famous saying that once when brief proof 
was asked for the truth of Christianity, someone answered, "The Jews." It is 
true, as we shall see presently, that the career of the Jews is a proof of the truth of 
Christianity. But it is equally true that the conduct of Christians is a disproof of 
their Christianity. At the hands of Christians, the Jew has suffered too much. But 
how is it that he came to suffer.'^ 

5. THE JEW FIXES HIS OWN DESTINY. 

When the Jew cursed himself in the presence of the Christ, Whom he rejected 
and crucified, with the words, ''His Blood he on us and ok our Children,'' he gave 
the world a key to the subsequent 2,000 years of Jewish history. The fear he ex- 




Arch of Titus. • 

Photograph by Rau, Philadelphia. 

" 'They shall come hither and our place make void, 
And take away our Nation.' Even so! 
In Rome that Arch of Titus still may show 
How soon the Romans came and all destroyed." 

Bishop Coxe, The Paschal. 

pressed before his rejected Christ, "// we let Him thus alone, all men unll believe on 
Him, and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation,'' came 
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true, even if they did not let him alone. But it came true quickly; and the mark 
of it has remained to this day. God took them away; but God did not intend His 
children to follow it up. "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord," was 
warning enough to have caused Christians to have kept hands off. In meting punish- 
ment, we are not — however much we may be in other resj)ects — workers together 
with God. 

But even on God's part, the scattering of the Jews was not vengeance. King- 
dom and nationality were taken away from the Jew not as an act of revenge by the 
crucified Christ, but as an act of divine necessity for the good of the world and for 
the final benefit of the Jew. The Law was the Jews' schoolmaster or tutor to bring 
him to Christ; but when he would not come to Christ and threw up the grand des- 
tiny, and refused the highest call that ever nation had received, then he was given 
a new tutor to bring him to Christ: namely, national sorrow and discipline. It is 
a striking fact that the Jew was not punished until he had yet one more opportunity 
to fill his great place in the world as Christian; and that delay lasted through the 
usual time given for repentance and preparation. The years stretch out to forty. 
Then the Romans came with Titus at their head and carried away the seven-branched 
candlestick from the altar, and left of the Temple not one stone upon another. It 
was equally clear to the mind of the rejected Master that He was to be the Savior 
of the world and the destroyer of the Temple. Looking back through nearly 2,000 
years, we men of today have the benefit of seeing the endorsement of History upon 
His words, and the explanation of His foresight in His Divinity. 

6. MORE OF OUR RELATIONS TO THE JEW. 

When we say that the destruction of the Temple and Kingdom of the Jews was 
a literal fulfillment of the Master's Word, we may realize that the race has suffered 
from this cause more in a political and national sense, more in the loss of its pride 
and in the defeat of its ambitions, than in any way that would touch personal pros- 
perity or intellectual, moral or spiritual endowment. The Jew spoke his curse, but 
God has blessed him; blessed him in almost every way, except in the way of nation- 
alism and unity, which was the race's supreme earthly hope. Christ could not take 
revenge on any one; not on Peter, who denied Him, nor on Thomas, who doubted 
him, nor even on Judas, who betrayed Him: even Judas might have been saved if 
he had not given way to despair, for despair is not repentance. There is no ven- 
geance due to those for whom the Savior can pray, '^Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do. " After this, the Christian who will persecute a Jew is not a 
good Christian. 

Human instinct, as well as Christian sentiment, teaches us that the Jew is at 
least as lovable as the Gentile. We will not argue this point. It makes no differ- 
ence. The Jew is either lovable or he is not. If he is not, he needs the Christian 
religion to make him so. If he is, then he has all the capacity of the finer nature 
to appreciate the truth and the life that are so much valued amongst ourselves. In 
any case, if the Christian religion is either good or true, the Jew needs it. It is not 
to the benefit of our city life or our country's welfare that the Jew should live apart 
by himself from the rest of the populace — an Oriental soul in a Western setting. 
The only thing that ever will bring him to an understanding and a sympathy with 
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the men of our race and country is the Christian religion, which is the genius of our 
civilization and progress. As Dr. Scott Holland says again: 

"Plainer and plainer than ever before is the evidence that if East and West are 
ever to be drawn together it can only be through the one Lord and One Christ, Who 
alone can break down these barriers which divide." 

These are all more or less familiar considerations among observant men. We 
start with the proposition that the Jew never changes his religion and we end with 
the idea that the Jew should be Christianized. And now we come to matters that 
are not familiar even to observant people. It is a good deal more practically reason- 
able and hopeful to expect to Christianize the Jew than most people think. 

7. THE JEW AS A CHRISTIAN. 

If he becomes a Christian, the Jew does not abandon his religion. He fills it 
out. He completes it. The Great Jew, the Son of Mary and the Son of God, Who 
founded the Church, said plainly that He came not to destroy the Law, but to fulfill 
it. A Jew become Christian has simply enriched and not rejected his Jewish religion. 
There is not a thing in the Jewish faith that he ever will need to repudiate. In- 
stead of having only part of God's disclosure of His character and plan of life, he 
becomes Catholic; that is, he has the whole of it. 

Christianity is therefore possible to the Jew, because Christianity is not antag- 
onistic to him as a Jew, but friendly and akin. In theory there is little to prevent 
the Jew from turning Christian. Practically, the possibility is even more certain. 
A thing is practically possible when it can be done because it has been done. That 
is the last demonstration of a thing's possibility. The Jew can be Christianized 
because he has been Christianized. When I say this, perhaps at last I am on what 
is, to most people, unfamiliar ground. 

The first man to whom I told the fact, that I was writing on the subject of Chris- 
tian Jews, looked at me wonderingly and answered skeptically. He had never 
heard of any Christian Jew. I think it is time all men in this country heard about 
a few Christian Jews of whom I will now make it my business to tell the story. 
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I. PROFESSOR NEANDER. 

One hundred years ago, in 1812, a young man of only twenty-three was ad- 
vanced to a professor's chair in Heidelberg. A year later he took his permanent 
place as professor at Berlin. For forty-eight years he devoted himself to the advance- 
ment of Christianity. He described the achievements of Christianity as none ever 
before had described them. He studied out the Life of Christ in a way that effec- 
tively checked the enemies of Christianity and established many people in a new- 
loyalty to their old faith. It was a time when German Protestantism was failing 
the people, and the^'man who came to the rescue was a Jew. Born with the family 




JoHANN Augustus Wilhelm Neaxder, 1789-1859. 
Prom LiUeU's Living Age, July 16, 1869. 

name of Mendel, at the age of about sixteen years he became a Christian. In the 
course of his studies some one told him that in the writings of the evangelist, John, 
there were sentiments worthy of the disciples of Socrates, and he began to investi- 
gate for himself. The unexpected result of this extraordinary patronage of the Holy 
Gosj)el was his conversion, after a great struggle. With the knowledge of Christ 
came the sense of sin. Ever after he regarded himself as standing in the relation to 
Christ as a pardoned and saved sinner. His Baptism occurred when he was seven- 
teen, and soon after his mother and his sister followed his example. The University 
was broken up by Napoleon, and Neander was obliged to go to Gottingen, where he 
found neither sympathy nor support in the faith. Out of the cheerless loneliness of 
this atmosphere, the brave young Christian learned to "hang only on the Eternal 
Mediator, who is man and God in one person." His scholarship won him the pro- 
fessorships we have already mentioned, and at the age of thirty-five, after unwearied 
labor preparing and delivering as many as fifteen lectures a week, he sent out his 
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first missionary — the general history of the Christian religion and Church. Seven 
years after, he published a study of the planting of the Church by the Apostles, and 
five years later a Life of Christ This was drawn out by a Life of Christ, which 
another had published with the object of overthrowing the Christian Faith. When 
the Prussian Government proposed to prohibit its sale, Neander advised: "No, it 
must be put down by Truth." One of his students said of him: 

**He sat among us as a father, as an old friend. Rank and circumstances were 
nothing to him; he spoke ^dth the students as with the professor, and he would not 
have spoken diflPerently with a prince. He expressed dissent and assent without 
respect of persons, according to the naked, undisguised truth. For this very reason 
the young men almost idolized him. Under many a plain student-coat beat a heart 
that would have poured out its last drop for Neander." "He loved every being and 
object that was lovable; his love to God was paramoimt. His aflPection for his students 
was wonderful ; he seemed to live for them." His charities were large and helpful, and 
at least once he is known to have sold from his valuable library to relieve a student's 
need in sickness. '*The first things that struck every one who came in contact "with 
Neander, either personally or through his writings, were his truthfulness and sincerity. 
His love of the true and the beautiful was unbounded. He was of profound humility 
and implicit submission to the will of God." 

His family name of Mendel was changed to Neander at his baptism. Neander 
means A New Man. Like St. Paul, he saw that in Christ even the best of men are 
made new by the renewal of mind and nature. It makes all the difference in the 
world whether men believe in Christ or not. It made that difference to Neander, 
and it made almost as much as that to Germany. "The irreligious state of his 
country, he regarded as the chief cause of the social and political evils with which 
it was convulsed; and in common with many others he regarded the revolutionary 
movements, which have taken place in Germany, as partaking as much of a religious 
as of a political character — the rising of unbelief against the restraints of Christian- 
ity." 



II. DR. EDERSHEIM. 



Probably there is not a congregation of Christians in the land which has not 
been taught some of its love and knowledge of Christ through the mind of Alfred 
Edergheim. He is the man who has told us in one book of the glory of the temple 
worship, and in another of the beauty and truth of the Life of Christ. Perhaps his 
Life of Christ is the most wonderful ever written. Though Christians have had 
nearly 2,000 years to do this thing, it has been done by a Jew. As a young man» 
he was a fine scholar, and his brightness and diligence led him towards success and 
comfort. He fell in with some Scottish Protestant ministers, who went with a gang 
of bridge-builders to look after their religious necessities, and at the same time with 
a view to finding some opportunity for work among the neighboring Jews. It was 
a great sacrifice to young Edersheim to become a Christian. All his studies and 
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successes of years seemed to go for nothing. His father disapproved, and he lost 
his part in the family fortune. 

But the diligence and skill which he had acquired, as a Jewish scholar, soon 
proved useful to him in his studies as a Christian. He came into a new influence as 
a teacher, a leader whose learning was recognized. He was happy in having for his 
teachers the strongest and most attractive of the Scotch Presbyterians, and "the 
saintly Neander." In course of time he learned how the Christian world had divided 
into Catholic and Calvinistic, and, after making a careful study of the causes and 
results of the division, he decided, not without much pain, that he must abandon the 




Alfred £dershe(m, M. A., Oxon., D. D., Ph. D. 

From Tohu-Va-V<^u, by permission of Messrs. Longmans, 

Calvinism to which he was indebted for his conversion and accept the Christianity of 
the Catholic Faith. *'I have passed from the Scotch to the English Church, and 
have not for one moment regretted the change. The changing was, and is, most 
unpleasant, but not the change; that has placed me where all my sympathies find 
most ample scope." **I am convinced of the historical Church; I believe in a Na- 
tional Church; I prefer a liturgical Church — and on these grounds I have joined 
the Church of England." This meant a second time giving up his work and income, 
a second sacrifice of the kind of which Jews are supposed to be incapable, but for 
him truth was a higher necessity than bread, and seeking the kingdom of God was a 
condition under which all other necessaries could be added unto him. *'It is a beauti- 
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fully significant idea," he says, ''that the Jews, after fulfilling any commandment of 
the Law, specially thank God for having given it — to show that the Law is not a 
burden, but a privilege." He received Holy Orders, and then began his more im- 
portant and, as we have intimated, useful literary teaching. His great books were 
all written in the renewed bodily health, which returned to him after the passing of 
his final difficulties. It was his delight to show how all Jewish hopes were fulfilled 
by Christ, and to the end he remained as intense and fascinating as a brilliant Jew, 
as he was a profound and faithful Christian. It is not too much to say that he be- 
came one of the world's greatest teachers, through the fine and pKJwerful influence 
of his books. He died in 1889. It is to be hoped that the Longmans will keep in 
print the fascinating sketch of his life, and the collection of his sayings, issued in 1890, 
as Tohu'Va-vohii (without form and void). 



m. BISHOP ISAAC HELLMl^TH. 

The first of these modern Christian Jews, we have been considering, became a 
great professor; the second, a holy and learned priest; and now I shall have to tell 




THE RT REV. ISAAC HELLMUTH. DD.DCL 
Second Bishop of Huron. 

Born, 1817 Conwcnil«d. 1871 Rrngaad, i8S:t. 

From the Bishops of the Church of England in Canada, by the LaU Rev. Charles H. Mockridge, M. A., D. D. 

of one who became a Bishop. His name was Isaac Hellmuth. He was the son of 
Jewish parents, living in Warsaw in Poland. The year of his birth was 1817; of course 
he was brought up in the Jewish faith. He was a quick and thorough scholar. 
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His conversion to Christianity took place when he was a young man of twenty-two 
or twenty-three, attending the University, and was solely due to a change of views, 
consequent upon researches he was making as to the authenticity of the evidences 
of Christianity, his original intention being to write an essay, or thesis, exposing the 
weakness of the evidence. His family were greatly opposed to the change and prac- 
tically cast him off, and almost immediately he went to England, where he received 
very kind treatment from the Archbishop of Canterbury. Like Edersheim, he sacri- 
ficed fortune. Like Neander, he found that in Christ he was a new man. The 
sacrifices of Edersheim and Hellmuth prove that a new idea of the Jew must take 
the place of the Jew of common jest, and by their courage in the loss of their goods, 
these men reveal not only their own great souls, but the greatness of their race, the 
Jew in earnest. That they, years later, won recognition and place was not due to their 
self-seeking, but to the greatness which rendered them indispensable where divine 
work was being done. So, without means, the young Hellmuth starts off for Canada, 
and in a poor country offers himself for service in the priesthood of the Church. At 
twenty-nine years of age he was ordained and made professor, with duties also in the 
charge of a parish. He had a passion for education. When he regained some of 
his mojiey, it was invested in schools. In 1871, he was consecrated Bishop, and his 
period of service was twelve years. He planned a Cathedral and was himself the 
most liberal contributor to it, and set about work for 61,000 members of the Church, 
whom he found destitute of the Sacraments. There were few people of his time 
who were able to follow him in the greatness of ideas, which were a half-century 
ahead of the progress of the day in which he lived. For his noble ideals, his sur- 
prising ventures of faith, and his glorious sacrifices in money and heavy labors, we 
offer the tribute of our admiration. They were high Christian ideals; and they were 
the ideals of a convert Christian Jew. 

Not the least remarkable feature of this career is the man's ability to rise to a 
high place and service in the Church. That Gentile Christians and Anglo-Saxons 
could give their free suffrages in favor of the elevation, over themselves, to the pastoral 
duties of their father in God, first as Coadjutor, with succession to the entire charge 
of the diocese, is most remarkable. But Bishop Hellmuth's case was not th^ only one. 



IV. BISHOP SAMUEL ISAAC J. SCHERESCHEWSKY. 

Another Jew who became a Bishop was Samuel Isaac J. Schereschewsky (Sher- 
es-shef'-sky). At the time of his death in October, 1906, the Living Church printed 
this brief account of his life. Of its bravery and humility, even more than of its 
brilliancy, the world cannot afford to be ignorant or forgetful : 

"Bishop Schereschewsky was one of the most remarkable men of the day. No 
modern missionary was perhaps more distinguished. He was by birth a Lithuanian 
Jew, bom May 6, 1831 . He was educated as a Jew in the Hebrew Scriptures and Tal- 
mud, and finally was graduated from the University of Breslau. Coming by seeming 
accident across a copy of the New Testament in Hebrew, he was led to inquire into 
Christianity and ultimately confessed the Christian religion. Desiring to leave his 
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native country, he came to America and made the acquaintance of Christian Jews in 
this country. He was intimate with Presbyterian and Baptist missionaries and w^as 
baptized by a minister of the latter denomination in 1855. He was, however, largely in 
touch with Presbyterians and under their auspices entered the Western Theological 
Seminary in Allegheny, Pa., in 1855, and was graduated in 1858. By that time he had 
come in contact with the Church and determined to take holy orders, for which pur- 
pose he entered the General Theological Seminary and w^as admitted as a candidate in 
the diocese of Maryland, under Bishop Whittingham. He was ordered deacon in St. 
George's Church, New York City, in 1859, and at once went out with Bishop Boone 
for China, in which his life work was to be cast. It was there that he was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1860. He was elected Missionary Bishop of Shanghai in 1875 and 
in 1876, but with characteristic modesty declined the election, only to be again chosen 
a year later and to have it pressed upon him that it was his duty to accept the work 
laid upon him by the Church at large. He was consecrated in Grace Church, New- 
York City, October 31, 1877. He was obliged by ill health to resign his episcopate in 
1883, but although constantly a great sufferer and made almost helpless by paralysis, 
so that he has for years been able to use only the forefinger of each hand, his indomit- 
able courage has led him to continue his literary work of translation into Chinese 
languages almost without interruption. He wrote with a pen as long as he was able to 
use his pen, and then constructed a typewriter with Chinese characters, and with only 
the forefingers continued the w^ork, sitting for twenty years in the same chair. He has 
translated into Mandarin portions to the Prayer Book, has w^ritten several Chinese 
grammars, dictionaries, and other guides of the dialects; has been the chief factor in 
the translation of the Old Testament into Mandarin, and finally, shortly before his 
death, hiid completed his greatest work, the translation of the whole Bible into Wenli 
dialect. He w^as said, by Professor Max MuUer, to be *one of the six most learned 
Orientalists in the world.' " 

But it is not his learning that is his great distinction. His truest honor is that 
to him multitudes of the men and women of the East — to him, a Jew — owe their 
knowledge of Christ our Lord. 



V. MEY^R LERMAN. 



Another splendid Christian Jew was Meyer Lerman, who worked as a layman 
for many years in the conversion of the Jews. His life was wonderful in diligence 
and sacrifice. His 

"personality was unique in New York. Meyer Lerman was born in Zelichov, Russia- 
Poland, May 5, 1837. At the age of seventeen, with much diflaculty, he succeeded in 
eluding the Russian sentries and crossed the border. He reached London, where he 
entered the Jewish Operatives' Home, whither his two brothers had preceded him. 
He was there converted to the Christian faith, and learned his trade as a printer. At 
the age of twenty-seven he married an English girl. Miss Eliza M. Rush, and at thirty 
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came to America. For some years he worked as a printer, and then l)egan volmitarily 
his earnest efforts for the conversion of his kinsmen of the house of Israel. He kept 
up the work almost to the day of his death. 

** This short tribute can give but a faint impression of the cheery way in which he 
approached his countrymen, 'instant in season, out of season, ' never fearing and never 
giving offense. 




Meyer Lermax, 1837-1910. 

"He did not confine his work to set meetings in hall or church only, but made the 
Lord's business his business at all times and everywhere. He would meet and con- 
verse with Jews on the streets, on ferryboats, on cars, in their stores and at their homes, 
wherever he could secure a hearing, never missing oppoitunities — and often making 
them — of holding converse with his brethren according to the flesh. He had many 
conversions, but his greatest success was his share in the breaking do\^n of prejudice, 
and in blazing the way for the expected general turning of Lsrtu 1 to their (iod and their 
Messiah. 
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"His study in Seventh street was like St. Paul's own hired house — ^the scene of 
*much disputation' year after year — ^and many a Hebrew must have carried away a 
new impression of the Christanity which shone out of his kindly blue eyes and ani- 
mated his persuasive words. He was a faithful communicant of Grace chapel. 

" It was always his policy to refrain from unduly urging inquirers into hasty bap- 
tism, preferring rather that baptism should be the outcome of real conviction and sin- 
cere desire. A number of those who were converted through his instrumentality 
afterwards became messengers to their brethren, some of them devoting all their time 
to the work. In a service of over thirty-five years he noted in later years a great 
change in the attitude of Jews toward Christianity. In the earlier period of his labors 
there existed among the Jews a solid wall of prejudice and hatred bom of ignorance re- 
garding the Christian religion, making missionary efforts diflScult and even dangerous. 
Later years saw a great change in that respect, so that today a large proj)ortion of 
Jews have come to feel that there is something wanting in their religion, and are, in 
many instances, turning with open and inquiring mind to Christianity. " 



VI. THE REV. MICHAEL ROSENTHAL. 

If Meyer Lerman was a preacher and teacher, with a genius for converting, we 
have now to think of a Christian Jew who had the pastoral instinct of unity; after 
the pattern of our Lord's shepherding of His one body through the one Bread of the 
Last Supper. Christianity must be pastoral, and to be pastoral it must have means — 
the means given by the Chief Shepherd, that is, Christ's Sacraments. While in the 
Sacraments Meyer Lerman was neither lacking nor neglectful, as we have seen, we 
come now to one whose marvelous and permanent success for Christ is due to his 
fidelity in the use of the supreme means of Christian Brotherhood and unity, and 
his skill in making others see how they should be used. Each Easter-tide we read 
of the Walk to Emmaus. The Jews, perplexed and sad at the Death of the Christy 
had need to have the Scriptures opened to them, that in their own old Testament 
they might see Christ as in a fog; but the real and clear making-known came presently 
in the Breaking of Bread. This is the strength of the great work centering in one 
city, but already branching out into over a hundred other places. It has shown 
with startling clearness how Anglo-Saxons can make Hebrew ground their own, and 
how p)erfect assimilation of Hebrew people means Christianization, which is human 
sympathy and brotherhood at its highest point of eflFectiveness. There is no unity 
so close as the spiritual unity which is warm with the worship of God. In American- 
izing Jews, we Americans have left this until the last, as our untouched asset. It 
is to the Jew, not last, this spiritual force, but first, even the highest and strongest 
force for unity; and a force for unity is more than a force of assimilation; it is assimi- 
lation perfected. This is what happens when men gather around one Light and one 
Altar. The lesson of this work is a great one, even for Americans, though the scene 
of it be in a foreign city, London. The Hebrew Guild of Intercession was founded a 
quarter of a century ago by the Reverend Michael Rosenthal, Vicar of St. Mark's,. 
Whitechapel, 

"to help Hebrew Christians in the efforts to show forth in their lives the reality of their 
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belief, and to aid them in helping each other to hold fast the Holy Faith of the Catholic 
Church, to walk in the steps of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and to follow the example of the 
Blessed Apostles, and to further the extension of Christ's Church among the Jews." 

His life is described in The Church Times for June 14, 1907: 

"Few men have had a more striking career than the Rev. Michael Rosenthal. 
He was bom at Wilna in Russia, of distinguished Jewish parentage, a direct descend- 
ant, on his father's side, of the famous Spanish statesman and patriot, Don Isaac 
Abarbanel. His mother belonged to an ancient Aaronic family. His father was a 
learned Rabbi, and he himself was educated for the Rabbinate. He passed the 
Rabbinical examinations with great distinction, and owing to his own natural gifts, 
as well as to family connections, was appointed, while still a very young man, to an 
important post in connection with the Israelitish Alliance. The young Rabbi trav- 
eled all over Europe, and in many different parts of the East, preaching in numer- 
ous synagogues, and meeting with many adventures, not least of which was his mar- 
velous escape in the wreck of the ill-fated Paris, he being one of the very few sur- 
vivors. He came to England at the close of the "sixties," and became a convert 
to the Christian Faith, his change of convictions involving a renunciation of family, 
friends, and fortune that few would have had the hardihood to endure. He had to 
face, not only the loss of all his temporal prospects at the outset of life, but also the 
bitterest persecution from his own people. His baptism occasioned such a storm 
of feeling among the Jews that he was obliged to fly from London. He remained 
in retirement for a short time, perfecting himself in English. He had great powers 
as a linguist, and spoke eight or nine languages fluently. He then went out to 
Smyrna to work among the Jews. In 1875, he began to prepare for Holy Orders. 
The young Hebrew deacon went to help the late Rev. S. J. Stone, author of "The 
Church's One Foundation," who was working single-handed at St. Paul's, Hagger- 
ston, under circumstances of great difficulty. It was here that Mr. Rosenthal com- 
menced the Jewish Mission work, which, to the end of his life, he carried on with 
remarkable success. Some, who read these lines, may have witnessed those wonder- 
ful Jewish baptisms at St. Paul's, from time to time during the "eighties," when 
both the missioner and his catechumens were in danger of their lives from Jewish 
mobs, who threatened to storm the church. 

"During his thirty years' ministry, Mr. 'Rosenthal himself baptized over six 
hundred Jews and Jewesses. Several of the former have been ordained, and are 
working among their own brethren in various parts of the world. In 1884, he took 
part in the East London Mission, preaching nightly to crowded congregations of 
Jews at St. Augustines', Stepney. He pleaded the cause of his own people in almost 
every cathedral in the United Kingdom, including St. Paul's and Westminster Abbey, 
in over a thousand parish churches, and at the church congresses of Derby and Nor- 
wich. He also occupied the University pulpit of St. Mary's and delivered a set of 
Advent lectures at Oxford, afterwards published under the title: "Isaiah, and the 
Unity of his Prophecy." Mr. Rosenthal was a Hebrew scholar of repute; he had an 
immense knowledge of Bible and Talmud. 

"He was a most impressive preacher, the passionate eloquence of his race being 
rendered all the more forcible by the intense earnestness of his own convictions. 
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He sj)oke from his heart, and his influence was felt alike by the poorest catechumens 
he instructed* and the listeners at a West-End drawing-room meeting. 

'*0n St. John Baptist's Day, 1887, he founded the Hebrew Guild of Intercession. 
It now numbers over 1,000 members and associates, the members all being of Hebrew 
origin. The roll contains the names of several Bishops and many priests. 

''When, in 1890, the Rev. S. J. Stone was appointed rector of All Hallows', 
London Wall, the head quarters of Mr. Rosenthal's Mission work was removed to 
the midst of the Jewish quarter in Stepney, and here he devoted his entire energies 
to the work. At the Mission House in Commercial Road he came in contact wdth 
thousands of Jews from all parts of the world. He started a large Jewish Sunday 
School, a mothers' meeting (which had for years a weekly attendance of 100 Jewesses), 
classes, addresses, meetings for Jews of all sorts and conditions. In the beautiful 
little Hebrew' chapel, services were held for the converts, and the Holy Eucharist 
celebrated in Hebrew. Many of the converts he assisted to emigrate, commending 
them to the care of priests in the colonies. He always kept in touch with those 
spiritual children, and their grateful and hopeful letters were a great encouragement 
to him. 

"In 1899, he was offered the Church of St. Mark's, Whitechapel, wdth its pecuhar 
opportunities for Jewish mission w^ork. He accepted it. 

"For a man well on in middle life, and in poor health, to undertake such a 
charge as that of St. Mark's, Whitechapel, was an act of sheer heroism. But Mr. 
• Rosenthal was never daunted by diflBculties. He found a neglected and dilapidated 
church, an uninhabitable vicarage, and schools in a ver>' bad state of repair. He 
set about raising funds, thoroughly restored tlie Church fabric, adorned and beauti- 
fied the interior, rebuilt the organ, introduced a type of service, simple, but most 
reverent and dignified. He put all the church property into a thorough state of 
renovation, and built a men's clubroom, which has been a great boon to the parish. 
For the schools he worked to the last, busy, only the day before his death, with plans 
for improvements. And in addition to all the parochial organization of St. Mark's, 
he carried on his life work — ^the Jewish Mission — living down year by year the hosti- 
lity of his Jewish parishioners, and extending his influence among them. 

"He died in 1907." 

There are thirty -seven thousand Jew^s in this district, and at a recent service the 
Bishop of Stepney attended in cope and mitre and said the Absolution and Benedic- 
tion in Hebrew, while the priest, choir and congregation, rendered their parts in^ithe 
Eucharist, also in Hebrew. 

There has sprung up among those not Jews so great an interest in the Jewish 
Eucharists, that the Guild has published the service in Hebrew-English, and it is 
followed intelligently and easily learned by any of the friends and neighbors, who 
often come to worship with them. It may be of interest to see how our Lord's ser- 
vice sounds in the opening of several parts in the ancient language of His own race: 

A-vee-nu sheb-bash-sha-Mah-yim Our Father, Who art in Heaven 

A-do-nai ra-kem a-Lay-nu Lord, have mercy upon us. 

a-nee mah aMin be-lo-him eh-kad I believe in one God. 

kadosh, kadosh, kadosh, aDonai elohe Holy Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, 

tzevaoth 
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Hoy seh elohim O Lamb of God. 

Kavod lelohim bammeromim Glor\' be to God on high, 

Shelom haelohim The peace of God. 

This work has been a success because it is a brave work, boldly attempted on 
thoroughly Christian lines. It is the best existing model for Jewish work. 

We have too often forgotten that the Jew as an Oriental has even more than the 
rest of us associated his religion with nature, color, mystery, movement, adoration, 
and that these things, so far from being wrong in religion, are his right even if we 
do not think of them as ours. Those who have chosen bare and cold forms for wor- 
ship have come ere now more than half to regret their losses, and it is folly for us to 
force on the Jew that which we regret that we must put up with ourselves. I say 
this because there is not one really and entirely suitable organized mission to the 
Jews in the United States, and at least one prominent, promising society, which for 
long carried the burdens of an uphill work, has disbanded. When we try again, we 
must not forget the lessons of the career of Michael Rosenthal. 



VII. THE JERUSALEM AND THE EAST MISSION. 

We have now seen the conversion of great Jews in modern times as an accom- 
plished fact. Conversion, at first an individual matter, passes from leaders to num- 
bers. Whatever begins with conversions must end in missions. The whole story 
is one which creates a reasonable hope that Jews anywhere and everywhere may yet 
have the benefit of knowing the Christ. This is equally important, whether we 
look at it as a personal question for the Jew, or as a public question for our great com- 
munities, and for the country at large. If the Jew can assimilate Christianity, the 
United States can the more readily assimilate the Jew. The Jew can further render 
assistance indispensable in creating the new international brotherhood and universal 
peace. A universal Christian intelligence in this most important matter means the 
Christianization of other races through the medium and aid of Jews. It is thus with 
a great hope that we turn to the next achievement of Christianity amongst the Jews. 

Its scene lies farther east. It is manned by Anglo-Saxons; it shuts its doors 
upon no one, and the triumphs it has won are counted as Oriental, Catholic, Orthodox, 
Moslem, English and American, as well as Jewish. Yet observe that it is distinctly 
and primarily a work for Jews. I quote the rule with but the slightest change: the 
object of the Mission is the establishment and maintenance of work amongst the 
Jews in the Bible Lands, and the furtherance of such work by the provision of Church 
privileges for English-speaking people resident in those lands. This does not ex- 
clude Mission work amongst Moslems. 

THE TIME TEST. 

This work has been building itself up by making itself known to its strange 
neighbors since 1841. The Jewish population of the whole country is one hundred 
and sixty thousand, and is increasing. Jerusalem is a city that is at strife within 
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Jtself. Sixty thousand of its seventy-five thousand residents are Jews; a large gain 
over a few years ago, when for a long time an atmosphere of discord had pervaded 
the Holy City, with Greeks, Armenians, Latins, Moslems and others participating. 
No city has ever suffered from having too much true religion, but there are places 
which have too many religions and too many churches; and of these none was more 
afflicted than Jerusalem. It was no place to send either one more form of Christi- 
anity or one more form of relfgion; even superiority of character would only render 
it less welcome, and all the more sure of persecution. To add anything to the religious 
strife of Jerusalem was so imreasonable that, over the matter of sending the mission, 
even the English fell out among themselves. For the divisions of Oxford there were 
great searchings of heart, and by the waters of the Thames, men sat down and wept. 
And even while some spake of battle, Jerusalem was made ready for peace. When 
an English Bishop went there in 1841, he went "not to interfere in any way with the 
Eastern Churches, and by all means in his power to promote a mutual interchange 
of respect, courtesy, and kindness, since he desired to renew that amicable inter- 
course with the ancient Churches of the East, which has been suspended for ages, 
and which, if restored, may have the effect, with the blessing of God, of putting an 
end to the divisions, which have brought the most grievous calamities on the Church 
of Christ." This attitude of sympathy, peace, and good- will was taken up a quarter 
of a century ago by Bishop Blyth, the present administrator. Jerusalem has had a 
long time in which to discover the true inwardness of the Mission — its meaning, 
motive, and methods, its character and tendencies, its representatives and its re- 
sults. In fact, by this time, Jerusalem knows all about it. Only a reality could so 
endure and wait. 

COURAGE MEETS HOPELESSNESS. 

Nowhere in the world could men have gone on a mission more seemingly hop)e- 
less. Ordinary Christians would have abandoned the work in three years' time, if 
they had not abandoned it in three months. But Bishop Blyth was not an ordi- 
nary man. He went in the consciousness of divine power and aid; he saw no ob- 
stacles, and he was as certain as the truth of final success. He was one of those 
men who saw the will of God and His mighty Hand so clearly, that he could lead 
in the spirit of hopefulness, knowing that in the dictionary of God's priest there 
is no such word as discouragement. He went where he had not a house to live in. 
Within eight years, by 1896, he had the plans of a Church. It was in that year 
that someone visiting Jerusalem and seeing the small beginning and the limited 
prospects of the work, and then looking at the plans of the Cathedral, as they hung 
on the Bishop's study wall, said, "This is indeed a work of faith." And the Bishop 
cheerfully answered, "Yes, but I have faith. It will come." And there they stood 
for a moment in silent prayer. If there was any hatred, jealousy, envy, ignorance, 
misrepresentation, misunderstanding, prejudice, opposition, persecution, as we sus- 
pect there was, we hear nothing of it from the Bishop, whose great and good heart 
had taught him love as well as faith. In fact, it is just the gifts which Christ our 
Lord gives that have brought the Bishop on the way to success for his Master: Faith, 
Hope and Love. 

So well have these peaceable purposes been incorporated into the daily work, 

[ 22 ] 



Digitized by 



Google 



that Bishop BIyth has been the main contributor to the restoration of that ancient 
condition, when Jerusalem was built as a city, that is at unity in itself. When they 
came to consecrate the Church sanctuary and transepts on All Saints' Day, 1910, all 
the Eastern Churches in the Holy City were represented: the Patriarch of the Greek 
Church, with his attendant clergy; the Coptic Bishop (Egyptian), the Syrian Bishop, 
the Armenian clergy, and the Abyssinian Abbott. The processional psalm began, 
**I was glad when they said unto me, We will go into the house of the Lord." One 
who was present says it was good to hear, for our Lord probably said it in His Father's 
House, the Holy Temple, which was not far away. The Mosque of Omar now stands 
upon its site, but alas! it is in the hands of the Moslems. 

PRACTICAL BROTHERHOOD. 

For a quarter of a century. Bishop Blyth and his men in the field have proven 
in every way that they are the Christian friends of the native Christians. Mr. Par- 
fit, one of the workers, whose remarkable capacity and modest reserve will become 
apparent before we close, in one of his addresses said: 

" I feel, after my own unique experience of fifteen years traveling about as I have 
done in that country — I feel that we have not gauged sufficiently the imj)ortance of the 
Eastern Churches, of the Eastern Christians. We have not properly understood how 
powerful and how important will be the influence of those Eastern Christians in con- 
nection with the evangelization of the non-Christian races in the East. The West will 
never be able of itself to accomplish the evangelization of the world in the East. The 
Easterns will do it better. Only a few months ago, on the very Sunday that those aw- 
ful massacres broke out in Adana, it was my duty to go to a place at the extreme corner 
of my district. There was great excitement. On that day I was permitted to preach 
to 7,000 Armenian Christians. In the morning, by invitation of the Bishop-elect, I 
preached in their great cathedral. Nearly 3,000 men were there gathered in that great 
church and more than 1,000 women. It was a wonderful sea of upturned faces that 
was before me as I sf>oke to them of the Gospel. I was afterwards urged to go and 
speak to a Society which they called 'Lovers of the Church,* a sort of Church Defence 
society. I spoke to those 'Lovers of the Church,' and at the close of that address 
those good friends cheered my words because they said they had come from a friendly 
priest of the Church of England. On a previous occasion I took Archdeacon Dowling 
there and he preached in the Cathedral to 4,000. " 

OPENING DOORS FOR THE FUTURE. 

How Christ May Pass to the People. 

"Here in the East with all these movements going on amongst them, the people 
are preparing, as it were, to be the evangelists to the Jews and Gentiles of the East in 
a far better way than we can be. We are preparing the workers for the evangelization 
of the non-Christian people. We are preparing the future members of the Turkish 
Parliament at Constantinople, for some of those students that are under our care will 
soon be, themselves, members of the Turkish Parliament. There is at this very mo- 
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ment a grand and great opportunity of working in some definite way out there among 
the wonderful reviving Churches of the East, so that these reviving Churches will in 
the near future do what you are now in the West attempting to do in a feeble 'way 
for the conversion of the non-Christian people of the East. 

"All who look for the regeneration of Turkey and the revival of Christianity in 
the near East should help us to make our schools as widely influential and efficient as 
possible. The young Turks have tried to reform Turkey by means of a revolution, 
and after two years ' trial, there are signs of lamentable failure. The reason is plain 
enough. It is impossible to reform any society until the individuals, themselves, have 
become enlightened and reformed. The intentions of the young Turks were good 
enough but they have been rudely awakened to the fact that the people are still bad, 
and it remains for educational work to do w^hat the new government has failed to 
accomplish." 

BROTHERHOOD PROVEN AND DISPROVEN. 

We have spoken of the participation of the Oriental Churches in the Consecra- 
tion of St. George's. Two other incidents prove how well Bishop Blyth's Mission has 
sustained the sympathetic feeling and the work of practical co-operation with the 
Churches of the locality, and w^ith the citizens even outside the Church. The society 
of young men of Jerusalem gave a play in a Jewish Hall, and with much ceremony 
and speech -making presented Bishop Blyth a purse of money, in recognition of the 
completion of twenty-five years of his work in the Mission. These young men were 
Jews, Moslems and Oriental Orthodox Catholics. The Bishop at once dedicated 
the money to a library for the young men. But, at their request, a memorial was 
erected instead, in St. George's, with an aflfectionate tribute from the young men to 
the service and worth of the Bishop. The second is this: some years ago the Bishop 
announced that he could admit, through the courtesy and co-operation of the oriental 
Patriarch or chief Bishop, any English or American priest to offer the Christian wor- 
ship in the Chapel of Abraham within the Church of the Resurrection. This is the 
true Cathedral in Jerusalem, and it has always been openly and gladly acknowledged 
as such, so that Bishop Blyth's Cathedral has not even been called a Cathedral for 
fear of giving out the least impression of rivalry, but has the name simply St, George\s 
Collegiate Church. This is a most valuable lesson in Fraternity. Most Americans 
need to learn what it means. Think of the contrast! American Protestants have 
taken up a position in Christian Armenia, where brave men have endured suffering, 
poverty, and danger, and even death itself, in as splendid an exhibition of loyalty 
to Christ as the world has ever seen, and these men, faithful and true, but by necessity, 
through persecution, poor and ignorant, the American Protestants are attempting 
to win through schools and hospitals, to forsake their pure evangelical and Catholic 
Church, and to become scattered and divided among the modem sects. Instead 
of friendly help to a good Protestant Church in Sweden, several American sects are 
trying to break up the Protestant Church of that country, so far as to draw members 
away into other Protestant bodies, which have an ambition to become, as one leader 
expressed it, "The greatest thing on earth." And this is going on in other countries. 
There is really no question that it is a Christian duty for every one who knows the 
facts in this case, to refuse support to every society which indulges in such ambitious, 
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ruinous, and unkind luxuries of self-evangelism. It is a most stupid crime against 
Botherhood that missionaries have been sent out to entice a few of these united 
Orientals to become Baptists, Romanists, Methodists, Presbyterians and Congrega- 
tionalists, when they might as well be left in the love and peace of their own old 
evangelical Catholic Churches, where they might be given Christian sympathy and 
education and opportunity in life through science and industry, without in any 
way interfering with the religious teaching or loyalty which has proven itself 
so enduring and superior. 

THE WORK AS IT STANDS TODAY. 

The Jerusalem and the East Mission is avowedly sent to convert the Jew and 
Moslem to Christ, but not to convert Oriental Catholic Christians to the English 
Catholic body. This work, done openly, honorably, and with perfect kindness, not 
only of manner but of heart, has won the good will of every one. Bishop Blyth has 
with him now sixty-six workers, of whom fifteen are priests and two are doctors. The 
work has spread beyond the city. The Hosanna League — named for the cry of the 
children who shouted welcome to Christ, our Lord, in Jersulem — placed a cot in the 
Haifa Hospital, and the first occupants were Jewish boys. At Beirut, the school 
rose quickly to the first place in reputation, and lately admitted a Jewish boy from 
the interior, whose parents have suffered persecution in consequence of their having 
professed Christ. To the same school came the orphan sons of a murdered Armenian 
priest. "In our recent interviews with Jewish parents," writes Mr. Parfit, the 
English priest, "I have specially noted the readiness to speak approvingly of Chris- 
tianity, which is a contrast to the fanaticism of former days. " There is a girls' day 
school in Jerusalem, in which the pupils are almost equally divided, one-third Chris- 
tian, one-third Jews, and one-third Moslems. St. Mary's Home at the Cathedral 
has thirty-five girls, some of them supported by American gifts, and a part of this 
school was erected by means of American gifts. For this school, the Bishop's aim 
from the beginning has been to educate the girls as teachers, to prepare them, if suit- 
able, for appointments on the staff of one of the Missions. As the work increased, 
the girls were also encouraged to think of nursing as their future work, and these 
two aims have always been kept steadily in view. The first children were admitted 
in 1893, and two of them were Jewesses, who were taken away in 1897 with three 
other Jewish children, later comers. One of them is now a teacher in Cairo; the 
others are all married. The educational and medical work has been chosen, because 
in the first place our Lord's own work was largely a work of healing and bodily mercy 
all the time before He could make known His Resurrection glory, His Sacramental 
presence and His work through the Spirit. Then religion is a thing of life, and the 
way to embrace it is to see it. At close quarters the pupil and the patient see the 
Christian teacher and doctor and priest, and the long test of orbsevation is sure to 
be the best and most jjermanent proof of the value of the Christian faith. There 
must be preaching, but preaching works but a shallow Christianity until it is rein- 
forced by works and life. Religion is not merely a thing to be talked about; it is a 
thing to be lived and shared in daily life. So the Bishop has his policy of placing 
every worker not on the orator's rostrum, but in the duties of personal service, where 
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the Faith can be tested, grown strong, and proved. This is the way some of the 
workers describe their situation and their aims: 

** I have heard young missionaries in Jerusalem, who were put to school work, say- 
not once or twice, but many times, *I want to do real mission work;* and on bein^ 
pressed as to what real mission work was, the answer came unvaryingly 'Visiting and 
preaching — evangelizing work.' Far be it from me to belittle such work, but it needs 
chosen men and women, not the new comers who arrive full of enthusiasm and zeal, 
and longing to press forward, but possessing no experience, and sometimes little pa- 
tience. 

"The stumbler stumbles least in rugged way,' says George Herbert, and the 
rugged way in most missions is the plain ordinary one of doing the small things that 
come in the daily routine. Here it is that the disapf>ointment so often felt by young 
missionaries meets them, for Jerusalem so full of glamour and fascination to the mere 
traveler, is an especially trying place at first to workers. There is little of the romance 
and the success that often encourage the workers in heathen lands. 

"Work among the Jews and Moslems, count the actual conversions as you may, 
gives very small results in comparison with the numbers of people worked amongst. 

"In Jerusalem — the citadel of the Jewish faith — the mother city of the Christians 
and one of the most sacred shrines of the Moslems, we cannot expect an>i:hing but re- 
sistance, nor look forward to anything but a very fierce struggle in the future, perhaps 
the near future. But having faced and acknowledged the fact that in Palestine and 
Syria, more perhaps than in most mission fields, success cannot be gauged by 'present 
results. We see also that nowhere in the world is there a more powerful stimulus to 
effort, or a greater promise for the future. And few as the actual conversions reported 
are, there is a tolerance of Christianity creeping in widely amongst the Moslems, 
whose children go to mission schools, while the children themselves learn to read and 
appreciate the Bible. This is the highest work of the schools ; here is the brightest hope 
for the future; here the greatest need of help and encouragement. 

"Jerusalem is the most sacred place in the world to the Jew, and ranks next to 
Mecca and Medina with the Moslem. Can we expect them, then, of all places, to open 
their doors at once to the Christian alien, whose teaching cuts at the root of all that is 
most dear in the personal rehgion. *Thank God that I am not as other m^n are,' is 
the keynote of this religious personality ; and the humility which is the essence of Chris- 
tian teaching, and which comes from the consciousness of sin and unworthiness, is 
hateful to them. 

"Humility is no cloak, like charity, to cover a man with; it is rather the keen 
knife that strips every shred of convention and self-respect from him, and leaves him 
face to face with eternity. The teaching that exacts self-knowledge must naturally 
be fought to the last inch by the Jewish and Moslem faiths. 

"There is not time to do more than touch on one branch of the work in Palestine — 
the education of girls. Schools for them are springing up all over the country and they 
give a far better education now than they did a year or two back. What is much more 
important than the mere school teaching is the strong and increasing desire of the 
women for education, and of the men that they should have it. 

"For you cannot imagine how big a difference there is between the boys and the 
girls. The boys can leam more, understand better, in fact stand degrees higher in 
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mental power than the girls, because the women have been so utterly neglected that 
they find it hard to use their minds, and are only jast beginning to believe that they 
have any. 

**It is no wonder that the country lies so low as it does, when the wives and 
mothers and sisters are so far below the men in brain power. Mothers are the makers 
of men, and as nowhere in the world have women more power in the inner domestic life 
thau in the East, so nowhere is their ignorance more fatal. They are the clogs to every 
advance. They hold back their sons from every adventure; they have the soft tenac- 
ity of the octopus and the squid, and the same power of darkening the atmosphere 
around them. How many boys might have gone away and done well — instead of be- 
coming idlers and cafe loungers, if their mothers had not kept them at home. We 
have seen it time after time, and the remedy is tQ get at the girls and teach them. 
They are greedy to be taught, there Ls no hanging back, their brothers are more than 
eager to help them. 

** One of our old boys, who has sisters at St. Mary 's, said to me not long ago, 
Tor every boys ' school in the country, I would make ten girls' schools, if I had money. 
Our women hold us back, and we cannot reason with them for they do not understand. ' 
Another said, T want my sisters to be interested in many things, and my wife, whea 
I marry, to be my friend. ' And another, bringing us a girl whom he implored us to 
take, said, 'Take her, beat her, kill her if you like, but make her into a woman who can 
think. ' The same boy added, very significantly, *If I had a son, and he broke some- 
thing while I was away at work, I should like him to tell me when I returned that he 
had broken it. When I broke something my mother told my father that she had 
done it. We were taught to lie from our very cradles.' " 

It is perfectly plain that these people should be made Christians. The eleva- 
tion of woman is the work of Him, Who, Eternal Son of God, was born of a woman. 
Out of the Church woman fares best in Jewry, which is closer to the Church; after 
Jewry, she fares badly as Moslem and as heathen. But, as Dean Sumner, of Chica- 
go, says, the woman question is a man question. The first step in reaching men, as 
well as women, in the descending scale, is to reach those nearest to us, and secure their 
aid in reaching those just one step farther away. The Jew is the best preacher of 
Christ to the Moslem. The Jew makes a good Christian, because it is out of the 
sufferings and discipline of life that he turns to the Cross. He is bound to the world's 
Savior by the double bond of blood — the blood of race and the blood of suffering. 
Thus speaks The Jew to Jesus: 



o 



MAN of my own people, I alone 

Among these alien ones can know Thy f ai-e, 
I, who have felt the kinship of our race. 
Bum in me as I sit where they intone 
Thy praises. 



Are we not sharers of Thy Passion? Yea, 
In spirit-anguish clasely by Thy side 
Have drained the bitter cup, and tortured, felt 
With Thee the bruising of each hea\'y welt. 
In every land is our Gethseroane, 
A thousand times have we been crucified. 

(Florence Kiper, in The Century for December, 1906.) 
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History — experience — has been preparing the Jew to be a Christian. Even as 
I finish writing these pages, the report comes to hand that Rabbi Wise has been 
preaching in Carnegie Hall on the living question, "Shall the Jew of today reclaim 
Jesus?" The urgency and interest of his question comes from the fact that some 
American Jews are opening their eyes, while some have been so blinded by the old 
prejudice that they will not receive even the most obvious and public of the benefits 
of Christianity. Between these two classes — the near-converts and the untouched — 
the Rabbi finds an audience and presses a compromise. That being which he sets 
before his audience for their reclaiming is not the Jesus of the actual record, but a 
more or less similar creature of his, the Rabbi's, imagination. But it will send people 
to the record. And there they may read it for themselves. And the inevitable 
result will be that the Rabbi has contributed to the great movement, the Christian- 
ization of the Jews. 

As the outlook of the Jew to Christianity becomes more bright, his outlook for 
the repossession of his own sacred home becomes more hopeful and begins to look 
like a movement if not a fact. Miss Beatrice Rosenthal writes: 

"Soon Messiah, long-expected. 

Shall unite their scattered race. 
They are His, in love elected 

To His heritage of grace. 
Hebrews seers foretold His glory, 

Sang the promise of His birth, 
Hebrew martyrs wrote His story. 

Spread His Gospel o'er the earth. 

"Yet Christ's brethren broken-hearted 

Wander on, a weary band. 
All their glory has departed, 

Alien powers possess their land. 
Saviour, lead these souls that spurn Thee, 

Let them to Thy Cross draw nigh. 
And with open eyes discern Thee 

'Neath the veil of prophecy. " 

Bishop Blyth says: 

** I referred last year to the primary aim of all our work — ^that we may not be 
found unprepared for the return of the Jews in the greater numbers in which they 
must be exi)ected, and that we ought to do all we can today by provision for the future 
to prepare the way for the revival of the *Church of the Hebrews.' Those who follow 
us in this Bishopric will, we trust, reap abundantly where we are sowing to the best of 
our opp>ortunity. Here, within the limits of Israel's divinely allotted inheritance, 
events are taking place the importance of which no one can at present measure; but 
they all point to the need of being prepared and equipped to the utmost in order to 
meet the call which a restored Jewish ]X)pulation, if not nation, and the awakened 
activity of Islam must make upon the Church of Christ and HLs servant in this See. " 
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The Christianization and civilization of Turkey depends upon the Christianiza- 
tion of the Jew. At least the Jew may hasten and help in the taking for Christ this 
greatest stronghold of peril and wrong. Because this work is difficult, painful and 
heroic, it needs the great hand of the Jew. The Jewish Christian is usually a gdod 
Christian, with a power of devotion in him, and a readiness for Christian work, which 
puts to shame the common average Christian of this practical Western world. 

It is the wisdom of the Jerusalem and the East Mission, and of Bishop Blyth, 
its head in particular, to see that while the Western mind and hand and heart can 
help, and must never shrink from the burden of the effort, there is a large law^ of 




Rt. Rev. Dr. Blyth, Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem. 

nature and of God that the Oriental must take part in the evangelization of the 
Oriental, and in his education and elevation; and the large law narrows down to its 
greatest definiteness in the formula, the Jeic is the Key to the East. 
Mr. Silas McBec says in An Eirenir Itinerary {1911): 

"It Is a question in my mind whether anyone in the English (^hurch, or our own, 
has adequately estimated the work of Bishop Blyth in Palestine. With a patience 
equal to his spirit of |>eace and friendship, he has gone on from year to year till his 
relations \vnth practically eveiy Communion represented at Jerusalem indicate the 

[ 29 ] 



Digitized by 



Google 



power of the spirit of unity when put into simple practice. The whole of divided 
Christendom seems to be represented at Jerusalem. The first impression is that 
they have g8^the^ed there to emphasize their differences and to contend for their 
particular points of view. But it seems safer, surely wiser and fairer, to recognize the 
fact that all have had a common object in going there. They have gathered there 
around the historic places of our Lord 's Life on earth in order that they may know 
Him, the Christ of God, better and more intimately. Certainly this is the point 
of view of Bishop Blyth; and as a letter from him was a passport to the heads of 
Churches as well as to others, so from all sources one heard of the eirenic character of 
his administration of the trust committed to him, a trust surrounded by difficulties, 
traditional and othen^^ise. After a long talk with Dr. Mott and me, which covered 
many questions as to the condition of the Christian Churches, and of the Moham- 
medan population and their religion, Dr. Mott, out of his long experience, said: 'I 
think the bishop gave us the sanest and most complete analysis of the situation I 
have ever heard. ' " 

No one need hesitate in his hope that the Jews may yet become Christians, and 
adoni the Christian name and the Christian Brotherhood. Mark Levy, w^riting 
evidently as a Catholic Jew of the Church of England, said in 1911: 

"In England and the United States there are over seven hundred ministers. of 
the Gospel of full or half- Jewish birth, and thousands of communicants. *' 

Dr. Nicholas Van der Pyl, an alert, judicious and courageous Congregational 
minister of Haverhill, in Massachusetts, w^ho watched the labor troubles and the 
court proceedings in that State during the winter of 1912-1913, says that he has 
found that immigrants value the leadership of native Americans more highly than 
any foreign leadership across the group-lines; and the sooner we learn this, the sooner 
we begin to exert our best influence for good among them. But these men must be, 
not dagoes, sheenies, and chinks, — but Brothers. With additional force, his fine 
ideal of brotherhood might be augmented w4th the Communion of the One Faith, 
which our Lord gave as the Sacrament of Brotherhood. Some years ago the Chief 
Justice of the United States, who w^as a vestryman of St. John's Church in Washing- 
ton, and a negro priest made their Communions kneeling side by side. The Divine 
method of keeping Brotherhood is in the One Chalice and the One Broken Bread of 
the Eucharist. 

It is not education and citizenship alone that will bring out the best that is in 
the Jewish and the other races. It is education and citizenship with pure religion. 
In my Washington I have shown that from AVashington to Kipling and from Kingdom 
to Republic, it has been proved that the Christian religion is essential to the pros- 
perity and progress of the people. It was an educated man w^ho gave the key to 
goodness, and set the comparison between knowledge and goodness: 

**I determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ, and Him Cruci- 
fied." 

" God forbid that I should glor>% save in the Cross of our Lord Jesas Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. " 

St. Paul. 
[ 30 ] 



Digitized by 



Google 



It was an American Secretary of State — a man who contributed more to the 
world's justice and peace than any other who lived into this century, and that by a 
*'new diplomacy" taken from the word of Christ, who said: 

"Calvary stands to ransom 
The earth from utter loss. 
In shade than light more glorious, 

The shadow of the Cross. 
To heal a sick world's trouble, 

To sooth its woe and pain, 
On Calvary's sacred summit 
The Paschal Lamb was slain." 

(The late John Hay.) 

And it was an American Catholic Bishop, who wrote with a flaming heart of 
fove for all races of men: 

** O Lamb of God — ^that Cross of thine, 
When shall mankind its glory see? 
When shall be felt its might divine 

To draw all human hearts to Thee?" 
(Arthur Cleveland Coxe, Bishop of Western New York," 1865-1896.) 

And now, at the very end, I come to tell the reason why the Jews have the second 
place in the Stories of Cross and Flag. The Jewish question is one for all the year. 
But it is on good Friday, especially, that we pray for the conversion of the Jews 
because it was on that day our Lord prayed for their forgiveness. Last summer I 
was reading the report of the Jews' mission in Jerusalem. I was amazed to see how 
few American Churches were named as Good Friday contributors — out of our thous- 
ands, only a scattered one or two, here and there. Perhaps my own interest in the 
matter is due to the fact that I may have been more fortunate than some of my breth- 
ren in coming into touch with the more hopefully significant facts in the Christ- 
ward progress of the Jews. My resolve took form at once that another Good Friday 
should not come until such facts as these had been given a somewhat wider circula- 
tion. My appeal is that every reader will remember the Jews in his Good Friday 
prayers; particularly at the Three Hours' and Evening Prayer; and that help from 
the Good Friday offerings may be sent to the American representative, the Rev. F. 
A. DeRosset, at 107 Cannon St., Charleston, S. C. 

Each sender may expect a copy of the annual report, and Bible Lands (quarter- 
ly). There is not one person into whose hands this falls, who cannot join in saying 
for the Jews, at least this passion-tide or once a month, psalms 120 to 125, or in the 
prayer book, the psalter for the 27th day at daily morning prayer. 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : 

They shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls: 

And plenteousness within they palaces. 
For my brethren and companions ' sakes : 

I will wish thee prosperity. 
Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God : 

I will seek to do thee good. 
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Moritsi of ti)e €vosisi anb Jflag. 



No. 1. GEORGE WASHINGTON:— CHRISTIAN. Published February 19, 1913, now 

on the 4th thousand. 58 illustrations, 2oe. 
No. 2. SOME GREAT CHRISTIAN JEWS. Published March 14, 1913, %\nth illustrations, 

25e, all post and express prepaid. 
No. 3. SAINT PATRICK AND OTHERS OF HIS TIME. Ready May 1, 25c. 

Slides and post-cards for lantern and radioptican work on these subjects may be had on 
application. 

By the same author: 

THE HISTORIANS AND THE ENGLISH REFORMATION (1910). 

A full page of reviews of this book, from professors, the clergy, the Church papers, 
and the daily press, including such papers as THE OUTLOOK, THE CHICAGO 
CONTINENT, THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL, THE SPRINGFIELD RE- 
PUBLICAN, BOSTON, HARTFORD and ROCHESTER papers, and THE 
LONDON SPECTATOR and TIMES, may be seen in the advertisement printed 
in STORIES OF CROSS AND FLAG, No. 1. By mail, $2.68. 

The Rev. Professor Samuel A. Wallis of the Virginia Seminary at Alexandria, 
says, in opening a special article in the Southern Churchman for February 8, 1913: 

THE HISTORIANS AND THE ENGLISH REFORMATION ... has 

been a revealer of light on this subject in many places pervaded by twilight gloom, 
sometimes deepening into night, and has been a powerful corrective of historical 
mis-statements which have often passed for truth in the opinion of many people who 
have not been properly informed of the real facts of that great movement known as the 
English Reformation." 
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